Tuberculosis care: Olympics 1948 vs 2012.
Tuberculosis (TB) is a multi-faceted illness associated with a long and fascinating history. Although much has changed in the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of TB over the past six decades, many of the challenges remain remarkably similar. In developing solutions to these challenges, key stakeholders and politicians would do well to learn from some of the more effective strategies from the pre-chemotherapy era. Despite working with insufficient resources, nurses have historically contributed significantly to the work of the multidisciplinary teams in delivering care to patients and families, as well as in implementing national TB control and prevention programmes. The current resurgence of TB in the UK makes it imperative to achieve consistently and appropriately-funded TB services across the country. Whether NHS commissioners and politicians will engage with nurses and others in the reconfigured NHS to achieve this, however, remains to be seen.